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still in the war, they took the line of least resistance
and instead of striking at Egypt took British
Somaliland.
Britain holds out
In August the German offensive against Britain
opened and German bombers were blasted from the
skies. The Nazis needed a diversion to draw off
Britain's defenders and Italy by her complete in-
activity in the Mediterranean was failing to provide
one. Pressure was probably brought to bear on the
Duce and he was hardly in a position to resist it.
The armistice with France had been couched in
moderate terms in order to entice the Bordeaux
Government into surrender. There was no mention,
for example, of Corsica, Tunis, and .Nice nor, while
Germany occupied two-thirds of France, was a
single Italian soldier allowed to stand on French
territory. If Italy hoped to secure her share of the
Mediterranean spoils, she would have to take a more
active part in settling the conflict. By September
there were ominous signs that Hitler \vas prepared
to win Vichy's favours at Italy's expense.
In the Balkans, too, Roumania was dismembered
and occupied without reference to Rome, and Balkan
statesmen, travelling to Berchtesgaden or Berlin,
began to omit the customary visit to Rome. Italy
had already lost the substance of her Balkan in-
fluence to feermany. Now it looked as though she
were to lose the outward seeming too. In Septem-
ber, after judicious warnings in the Italian press that
after all the war might last, and the introduction of
severe rationing restrictions, Graziani advanced into
Egypt. At Sidi Barrani he stopped.
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